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understood and supported by contemporary scholars,
the science of language, as one of the inductive
sciences, might have been established a century
earlier. But a man like Leibniz, who was equallj'
distinguished as a scholar, a theologian, a lawyer,
an historian, and a mathematician, could only throw
out hints as to how language ought to be studied.
Leibniz was not only the discoverer of the differ-
ential calculus. He was one of the 'first to watch
the geological stratification of the earth. He wan
engaged in constructing a calculating machine, the
idea of which he first conceived as a boy. Ho drew
up an elaborate plan of an expedition to Egypt,
which he submitted to Louis XIV. in order to
avert his attention from the frontiers of Germany.
The same man was engaged in a long corresporidence
with Bossuefc to bring about a reconciliation between
Protestants and Romanists ; and he endeavoured, in
his Theodieee and, oilier works, to defend the cause
of truth and religion, against the inroads of the
materialistic philosophy of England and France.
It has been said, indeed, that the discoveries of
Leibniz produced but little effect, and that most
of them had to be mado again. This is not the case,
however, with regard to the science of language.
The new interest in languages, which Leibniz had
called into life, did not die again. After it had once
been recognised as a desideratum to bring together a
complete He/rbwriwni of the languages of mankind,
missionaries and travellers felt it their duty to collect
lists of words and draw up grammars wherever they
came in contact with a now race. The two great